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Physically-distanced teaching tips 
- boosting children's engagement 

with English

As children move between online and face-to-face English learning, 
teachers need to keep their motivation high, make lessons enjoyable 
and provide lots of interaction. This is especially challenging when 
maintaining physical distances between the learners in the classroom. 
This session will share lively ideas to appeal to children’s curiosity, 
foster a love of English and provide plenty of communication 
opportunities. All of the activities and techniques demonstrated during 
the session can be used in the primary English classroom while still 
keeping a safe distance.  

David Valente is the Coordinator of the IATEFL Young Learners and 
Teenagers Special Interest Group. He works as a PhD Research 
Fellow in English Language and Literature Subject Pedagogy at Nord 
University, Norway, where he teaches on the 5-year Master's degree in 
Primary Education. David has over 20 years' experience in ELT as a 
teacher, teacher educator, academic manager, author and editor and 
his specialist interests include children's literature in ELT, primary and 
secondary teacher education and intercultural learning. David is also 
one of the authors of the new Cambridge University Press FUN Skills 
series.


