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A typical listening lesson? 
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Lead-in

(Pre-teaching vocabulary)

Gist task

Detailed task (comprehension Qs)

Follow-up task



Four discussions about 

a local landmark 
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Students will have understood four 

conversations about landmarks

Learning outcome



ñThe chief problem with an approach based upon óone text after anotherô is 

that the learning that occurs is localised and may not extend to future 

listening experiences. Learners are given feedback on whether their 

answers are correct or not; they are sometimes allowed to hear problematic 

passages again. But that does not mean that they will take away from the 

experience the kind of generalised technique that will enable them to avoid 

a similar problem of understanding if one occurs in future.ò

John Field, Listening in the Language Classroom, 2008:29

5



Students will be better able to recognise agreement 

or disagreement between speakers in a conversation.

Learning objective



Lead-in & gist task
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Focus on an aspect of 
listening
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How to improve that skill i.e. 

strategies & language to listen for
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Practice of listening aspect 
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Practice
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Practice of listening aspect
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Practice
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An approach to developinglistening skills
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Lead-in

Gist task

Focus on an aspect of listening

Practice of listening aspect

Follow-up task



Examples of listening focuses
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Examples of listening focuses

ÅIdentify the speakerôs purpose

Å Identify the main point

Å Identify an opinion and supporting ideas

ÅFollow a sequence of events

ÅIdentify the speakerôs attitude

ÅRecognise conflict

Å Infer information

ÅMake connections between information e.g. cause & effect

Å Identify uncertainty
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Decoding skills
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Decoding skills

ÅDiscriminate between sounds

Å Identify word boundaries

ÅRecognise weak forms

ÅRecognise features of connected speech
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Students will be better able to recognise weak 

forms in fast speech.

Learning objective



Lead-in and gist task

17



Focus on aspect of listening: weak forms
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Listen and notice how these words are pronounced in a sentence.

Auxiliary verbs Prepositions Linkers

are to and

was for but

do from



Practice: weak forms
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Listen and write the missing words.

1. Peopledonôt need to pay heat homes in winter. 

2. Natural hot water goes under some our roads.

3. Some days itôs -40ęC in Yakutsk people live normal lives. 

4. Clothes important in cold places. 

5. Shops schools usually stay open in winter. 



Practice: weak forms
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Å Listen and count the number of words

Å Listen and repeat what you heard (echo dictation)

Å Listen and write what you heard 

Å Listen and complete the sentence



Detailed listening task: comprehension Qs
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Listen and answer the questions.

1. Which city is the coldest in winter?

2. How is life easy for people in each city? 

3. How is life difficult for people in each city?



An approach to developinglistening skills
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Lead-in

Gist task

Focus on aspect of listening

Practice of aspect of listening

Follow-up task



How could we help learners with these listening skills?
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1. Follow a sequence of events

2. Identify uncertainty

3. Predict words a speaker will say next
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